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Chair's message

Dear Members,

As | write my 30th and final chairs
e-bulletin message and after
chairing my final BSA Council
meeting, | feel incredibly grateful to
have been given this opportunity. It
really has been my honour to have
served the BSA and its
membership, first as Vice Chair
and then Chair over the past 5 /2
years.

| have met and had the pleasure of
working alongside the most
passionate and dedicated BSA
team including past and present
Trustees..........

Read the full Chairs message below.
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In Memory of Alan Martin

It is with great sadness that we learn
that former BSA Chair, and honorary life
member, Alan Martin, died peacefully at
home on Thursday 6" June 2024.

Alan was Chair of BSA 1988-1990.

Much of his career was spent at the
Institute of Sound and Vibration
research, University of Southampton.

He was director of the MSc Audiology
programme from 1978 until his
retirement in 1999. The annual dinner
parties at his home with his wife Janie
were legendary and a highlight of the
IVSR audiology social calendar.

THAT ACKNOWLEDGES THE PQ@SITIVE
CONTRIBUTIONS BSA MEMBERS HAVE

MADE TO ANY AREA WITHINIHE
DISCIPLINE OF AUDICECCHY.

/4 Introducing a new
= % scheme from the BSA

BSA Fellowship
Please be advised that the 19th Fellowship cohort is now closed however the
20th Fellowship cohort will open on 19th June 2024, and will close again on

30th August 2024.

To apply, please click below.
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Earlier in the year the BSA and BAA hosted a joint webinar on patient involvement
in research.

Richard Allen, Molly and and Joyce explain their journeys with their hearing and
their motivation to help research around the impact of hearing loss. Their
experiences highlight the real benefits of including the voices of those whom
research will benefit and whose care it will inform.

Their stories presented at the webinar are available to view on the Online Learning
Platform.

https://bsaonlinelearning.talkingslideshd.com/view?presentation=27628

https://bsaonlinelearning.talkingslideshd.com/view?presentation=27695

To find out more about BSA Online Learning, please click below.

liead morc

The BSA Balance Interest Special Interest Group (BIG) are
recruiting!

If you have an interest in vestibular science and clinical practice and are keen on
promoting quality in vestibular practice they would love to hear from you.
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BIG meet quarterly over MS teams and are a very friendly group with varied
interests and experience.

They would particularly welcome candidates in the early stage of their career.

If you are interested in joining the BIG steering committee please get in touch with
bsa@thebsa.orq for the application forms.

New opportunity to join the Research Development Group

Are you interested in research? Are you interested in supporting BSA members to
be more involved in research? We have positions on our committee to work in a
small friendly group to progress the following areas:

e developing a support network for those new to research
e running regular research seminars on getting started in research

e working with the professional guidance group on identifying and collating
evidence gaps

Please email Amanda Hall, RDG Chair (rdg@thebsa.org.uk) if you are interested
and would like to find out more.

We are also setting up a research interest group for those that don't have time to
be actively involved but would like to be kept up to date with RDG activities and act
as an advisory group for our ongoing projects.

Please email bsa@thebsaorg.uk if you would like to be added to this group.

PGG is recruiting!

The Professional Guidance Group (PGG) is responsible for coordinating production
of BSA documents prior to final sign-off by the BSA Council. This includes
Recommended Procedures and Clinical Guidance. Most documents are authorised
by the special interest groups (SIGs) and the PGG must work with them to agree
the guidance and seek expert peer review. The PGG is also responsible for
authorising some documents on general topics such as PTA, tympanometry and
acoustics.
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It is a the core function of the BSA to produce learned guidance, so its good
international reputation is dependent on the documents it publishes. The role of the
PGG is therefore crucial in coordinating production of documents and includes:
review and commenting on draft guidance, ensuring that it is evidence-based,
current, relevant, of high impact and quality. The PGG must ultimately uphold high
standards that maintains the BSA's reputation.

PGG are seeking individuals who can give some of their time to this important and
influential role. It is critical to the BSA's function and supports the whole of the
audiology profession. The PGG meets every quarter but PGG members will review
(or occasionally author) documents between meetings as they are produced.
Documents cover all areas of audiology, so volunteers may be generalists or
specialists in any area. The PGG is responsible to the BSA Council.

Please consider joining the PGG. All applicants must be a member of BSA, and
PGG will consider members with all levels of experience. For further information
and for an application form, please email bsa@thebsa.org.uk.

Call for BSA student members - Lightning Update
Opportunity

Would you like the opportunity to share your work with the wider audiology sector?

The adult rehabilitation special interest group are looking for student members to
submit mini literature reviews on subjects of their choice or pick from a
recommendation list. This could include a summary of your current dissertation, a
subject you are passionate about or one that you feel deserves the spotlight. The
article will be shared on our social media channels and in the BSA magazine,
Audacity.

Members of ARIG will be happy to offer guidance and support to student members
who volunteer to write a lightening update.

For more information please contact: arig@thebsa.org.uk.

Updating your BSA Profile — Joining a BSA Special Interest
Group (SIG)
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When you first applied to become a BSA member you may remember ticking
boxes that related to the SIGs you were interested in joining. However, due to
changes in data protection legislation, we now need you to log into your BSA
profile and tick an additional box to give us permission to share your contact details
with the individual SIGs so that they can keep you updated with those specific SIG
activities. Also, feel free to update your SIG preferences if these have changed
since you first applied for BSA membership. Please login to the BSA website and
update within your members profile or contact bsa@thebsa.org.uk to amend for
you.

Special interest Groups | Adult Rehabdtaton Inténgs! Group

ning & member of any of | = Audtery Processing Drsorder Special interest Group
Batance Interest Group

Cognibion and Hearng Special Interest Group
Elctrophysiciogy Special Interest Group

Paedatng Audology intenest Group

Tinndus and Hypéracusss Specal Interest Group

| give permission for my contact details to be
shared with the relevant Chair(s) of Special
Interest Group(s) | have indicated an interest in

Survey - Childhood Deafness and Hearing Loss research
priority setting partnership

Do you work with children with hearing loss? The James Lind Alliance (JLA) need
your input to help them identify the research priorities around childhood deafness
and hearing loss.

The James Lind Alliance (JLA) brings together patients, carers and clinicians within
Priority Setting Partnerships (PSP) to identify and prioritise areas of research
uncertainty.

The Childhood Deafness and Hearing Loss PSP was launched in November 2023
by researchers in the University of Manchester, Aston University and Lancaster
University.
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They are currently collecting the initial priority questions via a survey. The team will
use the evidence gathered to compile a “Top 10’ of the most important questions
researchers should be trying to answer about childhood deafness and hearing loss.

A child-friendly version for children to fill in will be launched on 21 May 2024. All
surveys will close at midnight on 31 July 2024.

For more information and to take part in this survey, please click below.
ltead morc

Survey — Traumatic Brain Injury and Audiology Research

BSA Student member and PHD student Kubra Bolukbas from the University of
Nottingham requests your assistance in reaching out to a minimum of 20
audiologists residing in the UK, who are clinically qualified in audiology and
experienced in assessing, diagnosing, or managing auditory and/or vestibular
symptoms in non-blast related Traumatic Brain Injury adults.

This Delphi study aims to bring together audiologists who are currently employed
by a public or private institution with specific experience with traumatic brain injury
(TBI) to collectively define and establish a consensus on a standard test battery for
audiological assessments in this specific patient group. Kubra believes that your
valuable insights and experiences can significantly contribute to this important
undertaking.

The closing date is 30th June 2024.

For more information and to take part in this survey, please click below.
lead morc

Survey - Is your child sensitive to sound?

Iskra Potgieter a BSA member and PhD student at The University of Nottingham is
looking for the parents of children (aged 2-11 years) with a sound sensitivity
(hyperacusis) to take part in a 30 min virtual interview to complete an online
questionnaire and comment on its ease of use.
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To promote the research, Iskra requires clinicians specialising in sound-
sensitivity/hyperacusis to hand out flyers to parents in their clinics.

The closing date is 31st August 2024.

For more information and to take part in this survey, please click below.
ltead morc
Survey — Adults experiencing hyperacusis

University of Nottingham is looking for adults experiencing hyperacusis to take part
in a new online research study in hyperacusis.

This online study is evaluating the current hyperacusis questionnaires to make
sure that they are relevant, useful, valid and reliable to use in clinic and online with
adults living with hyperacusis. They are looking for adults experiencing hyperacusis
to complete the questionnaires and tell them what they think of these
questionnaires and whether they feel it is relevant to their experience.

This study will help the University of Nottingham to identify which questionnaires
are most relevant and appropriate to use in clinic and help them to better identify
and diagnose hyperacusis.

The closing date is 30th October 2024.

For more information and to take part in this survey, please click below.
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Survey — Communication strategies for increased social
participation

Gemma Perfect a BSA member and Research Audiologist at The University of
Manchester is conducting a study to better understand clinical practices around
giving advice to hearing aid patients about communication strategies. They are
also interested to better understand how effective this is at improving
communication in the real world.

They are looking for practicing audiologists who provide adult hearing rehabilitation
who are willing to complete a short online survey about their communication

strategies counselling in the clinic.

The study will involve you completing an online questionnaire that will take no more
than 15 minutes to fill in.

The closing date is 31st December 2024.
For more information and to take part in this survey, please click below.
ltead morc

Publication of "Healthcare Science in Scotland: Defining our
Strategic Approach Paper"

Chief Scientific Officer — Scottish Government, Professor Catherine Ross CSci
CBiol FRSB FESC recently published the first paper in our ‘Healthcare Science in
Scotland’ series.

To view this paper, please click below.

ftead more

The Spring 2024 Audacity edition is now out!
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The Brighton editorial team have been working away to bring the
autumn BSA Audacity pieces together. We have received
excellent submissions on contemporary clinical and translational
research topics. If you would like to get in touch with the
Audacity team, please email audacity@thebsa.org.uk. In the
meantime, you can access past Audacity editions here:
https://www.thebsa.org.uk/news-and-publications/audacity-

magazine/.
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BSA Accredited Courses

To view all current BSA Accredited Courses, please click below.

Read more
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Advance your career with the UCL Ear Institute

Are you thinking about improving your knowledge and skills? At the UCL Ear
Institute we provide world leading teaching in audiology, and our courses are
delivered by some of the most influential researchers and clinicians in the field of
audiology, hearing and deafness.

Our programmes draw on the expertise of senior clinicians from the NHS and
private sector, including the associated Royal National Ear Nose & Throat and
Eastman Dental Hospital.

We have a variety of courses depending on your experience and qualifications:

e If you have a BSc in Audiology or equivalent and would like to study for a
postgraduate qualification, then our Advanced Audiology MSc is for you.
We have a variety of specialist modules for you to choose from and our part
time and flexible options mean you can study while working.

e If you are an ATO or Associate Audiologist and would like to qualify as an
audiologist our MSc Audiological Science with Clinical Practice is for
you if you have an undergraduate degree in a relevant discipline.

UCL Ear Institute Excellence Scholarships
Four scholarships, worth £3,000 each, are available to exceptional postgraduate
students applying for 2024 entry.
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To find out more and to apply, please click below.

Read more

@ BAAP

Medical Specialists in
Hearing and Balance

Aetiological Investigations for Hearing Loss in Children 23-
24 September 2024

Aetiological Investigation of the babies identified through the Newborn Hearing
Screening Program and diagnosed to have a hearing loss (from mild to profound),
also covering investigation of older children, unilateral and progressive hearing loss
and Auditory Neuropathy Spectrum Disorder.

The course will give delegates a good opportunity to meet leaders in the field of
aetiological investigations for hearing loss in children and running established
services, and also network with colleagues new to the field.

To find out more and to apply, please click below.

Read more
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The Leicester Balance Course at De Montford University
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11 — 13 September 2024

The 3-day intensive course promotes a multidisciplinary approach to the dizzy
patient and is designed to appeal to all those who have an interest in balance
including managing balance patients. The course would be relevant to ENT and
medical consultants and trainees, audiologists, clinical scientists and
physiotherapists. We always welcome colleagues from other medical backgrounds,
and from around the world, with an interest in the balance patient in a relaxed and
interactive environment.

To review the programme in full, to find out more information, or to register, please
click below.

Read more

The University of Manchester

ManCAD Research CAPers Conference / Research Clinical
Audiology Papers Conference

16th September 2024 — 17th September 2024
Research Clinical Audiology Papers Conference

To review the programme in full, to find out more information, or to register, please
click below.

Read more
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Regional Operations Manager London

Hearing Expert are looking for an experienced Audiology lead to guide their team
in delivering top-notch audiology services. You will provide clear direction and
leadership to all Audiology staff while supporting the company’s initiatives. This
role is responsible for the development, motivation, and performance of the
Audiology team, ensuring the achievement and maintenance of CQC and other
national standards. This is a fantastic opportunity for a skilled leader to advance
their Audiology services and contribute to our ongoing growth.

To succeed in this role, you will need senior experience as an audiologist and a
proven track record in managerial positions. Excellent management and
operational skills, along with a proactive and flexible approach, are essential. You
will work closely with clinical and non-clinical teams to achieve key targets and
boost hearing aid sales. The role demands a resilient and enthusiastic manager
with a history of delivering results in a dynamic environment, seeking a stimulating
and challenging career with the opportunity to shape the future of Audiology
services within the company.

To find out more information or to apply, please click below.
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