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Management of Suspected or
Confirmed APD
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HOW DO WE FIND OUT .




Teacher of the Deaf

| DO NOT
HAVE TIME
FOR
AUDITORY
PROCESSING
DISORDER!!
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SO WHY IS THAT, THEN?...

e HI Services have been cut back

* Newborn Hearing Screening - key worker for at least
one year following diagnosis

* Impact of earlier cochlear implants
* Pre-school/home

e Facilitating inclusion in mainstream schools
* Teacher & TA training

e And now ........ APD?
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HOWEVER ....

e Teachers of the Deaf are very well placed to advise
school staff on the management of APD

— Strong background knowledge of audiology
— Knowledge of technical equipment

— Thorough understanding of the listening
environment and its impact on learning

— Used to working with whole schools
— Established relationships with teachers and TAs
— Similar strategies for teaching & learning
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HOW?

Offering long term 1:1 intervention is
currently unrealistic. HI services
already overstretched.
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But hi services could perhaps....

* Incorporate APD in training packages

* Meet with pupil to reassure and
discuss specific difficulties

* Use L.I.F.E. (D. Canning) to illustrate
difficult listening situations



3a. The class have just finished
an activity and are tidying up.
The teacher says

something to the class.

How well can you hear the
teacher’s words?

Student L.I.LF.E Assessment
David Canning 1999

always easy mostly easy sometimes difficult mostly difficult always difficult
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continued ....

* Offer strategies & advice to teachers &
parents

«{ dzZ33SAa0 amn YAydziS
of listening exercises to be carried out by
a TA

e Support teachers so that they feel as
confident in managing APD as they do
with other sen.
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MESSAGE!
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Optimum signal to noise ratio

Average classroom noise 50 -70dBA

Adults need +6dB and children need +16dB

6 feet 12 feet 24 feet
TEACHER 65dB 59dB 53dB
Noise 60dB 60dB 60dB
S/N +5dB -1dB -7dB

In an acoustically suitable classroom S/N +6, RT
0.45sec children showed word recognition scores of
95% at 6 feet and 71% at 12 feet from the teacher

Dr. T Sirimanna GOSH




Easy to Listen?

A Children in London primaries are exposed to higher
levels of noise than recommended by health guidelines

A Noise conditions have differential effects on
performance

A Performance on verbal and speed tasks significantly
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A Children with SEN more negatively affected
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MINIMISE THE PROBLEMS

Make sure that:

V You facilitate good lip reading conditions
V Visual support provided

V' The pupil is positioned appropriately
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PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

V Keep unwanted sounds out of the classroom
V' Seat pupil away from well used areas
V Switch off the computer when not in use

Try to reduce noise In the room:
V carpets

V soft furnishings

Vwall hangings

V rubber tips to chair and table legs

\/ acoustic screens
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ASSISTED LISTENING

DEVICES
Edulink & other soundfield
systems

THE ANSWER?



Yes .....

 Melissa (APD)

— Year 10 t/’?

— APD M has had Edulink for 2 years -
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certain lessons/listening conditions. More
confident and independent.
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.....and No!

* Theo
— Year 5

— Range of problems. Local paediatrician considering
APD co-morbid with ADHD

— Initial positive reaction, then resistance to Edulink

— Began to causedistraction

— Prefers preferential seating and agreed strategies

—1FGSR 0SAYy3 AGRAFTFSNBYOE

— School has now fitted classroom soundfield system C
but poor existing acoustics mean that maximum

benefit not gained. Nevertheless, teacher reports
whole class is quieter and more focussed.

— Too early to assess benefit for Theo
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Assisted Listening Devices

Work for some children
Need to be monitored

Only truly effective if other management
strategies are in place

[ fFaaNRr2yY aédausSvya
acoustics are already favourable
Need to define criteria for provision

Funding?
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Handouts

Today - three handouts:
V Primary Schools
V High Schools and Beyond
V Activities for Home & School




Intervention needs to address ...

Separating target sound from background noise
Auditory Closure tasks

Memory: Sequential and processing
Recognising sounds

Sequencing sounds

Sequencing Verbal Concepts

Rhythm/ pattern perception and prosody
Processing at speed

Integrating Speech with Movement
Thanks to Dilys Treharne



Handouts include information such as ...

Acknowledging the problem!

Preferential seating

Adapting teaching styles

Giving more thinking time - particularly in tests
Preparation for new topics and vocabulary
Suggestions to develop better listening skills
Auditory training activities

ldeas for home
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Examples of Resources

MRC Inst. Of Hearing Research booklet

Earobics ¢ computer learning programme to build listening
skills - www.edulink.com

CDRomcCA L Yy & LJIA NI O AS2fylvére 9 RdzOl G A 2 Y
WWW.inspiration.com

Short Term Memory Difficulties in Children ¢ Jan Rutland
(Pub. Speechmark)

Mind Maps for Kids ¢ Tony Buzan

Listening and Processing Auditory Directions C Jean Gilliam
DeGaetano

The Central Auditory Processing Kit Books 1-3
(Ages 6 -14) Mary Ann Mokhemer
Links to websites via www.apduk.org



http://www.edulink.com/
http://www.inspiration.com/
http://www.apduk.org/

Currently considering ....

A Practical Pack for Schools
Pauline Grant — Harrow & Cathy Routley — Richmond

can be used as a resource for training
stress the need for clinical diagnosis of Disorder

explain auditory processing difficulties and the implications
for learning

provide checklist/s for teachers to form part of the evidence
for possible further investigation

explain where and how to seek advice
offer general management strategies

suggest tried and tested resources and activities for delivery
by TAs
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Thank you for listening!

Pauline Grant

Advisory Teacher of the Deaf
Head of Service LB Harrow
020 8416 8881

07802 688306
pauline.grant@harrow.gov.uk




